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Philippians 2:1-11 (NLT) 
Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from 
his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender 
and compassionate? Then make me truly happy by agreeing 
wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working 
together with one mind and purpose.  
 

Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own 
interests, but take an interest in others, too.  
 

You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was 
God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 
Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of 
a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human 
form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s 
death on a cross.  
 

Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him 
the name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

Comfort: I already have all I need. 
 

Philippians 2:1 (NLT) 
Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from 
his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender 
and compassionate? 
 

What we already have: 

• Constant encouragement  

• Continual fellowship 

• Compassionate tenderness 

• Loving comfort 



 

Growth doesn’t start with striving; it starts with recognizing what 

God has already provided. 
 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NLT) 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our 
merciful Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts us in all our 
troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will 
be able to give them the same comfort God has given us. 

 

Humility: Unity grows when I choose love over self-
interest. 

 

Philippians 2:2-4 (NLT) 
Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, 
loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. 
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own 
interests, but take an interest in others, too. 
 

“Unity isn’t created by sameness – it’s protected  

by selflessness.” 

Ephesians 4:2-3 (ESV) 
…with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond  
of peace. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:14-15 (NIV) 
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come  
from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot 
understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 
The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a 
person is not subject to merely human judgments. 
 

Galatians 5:13 (NIV) 
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 
 

My relationships grow stronger when I value people  
more than my preferences. 

 

Reality: Being humble is my greatest strength, and not a 
weakness. 
 

Philippians 2:3-4 (TPT) 
Be free from pride-filled opinions, for they will only harm your cherished 
unity. Don’t allow self-promotion to hide in your hearts, but in authentic 
humility put others first and view others as more important than 
yourselves. Abandon every display of selfishness. Possess a greater 
concern for what matters to others instead of your own interests. 
 

Two realities: 

• Paul reframes humility as intentional, confident strength. 

• Choosing humility creates space for God to work in and 
through me. 



 

Matthew 23:12 (TPT) 
Remember this: If you have a lofty opinion of yourself and seek to be 
honored, you will be humbled. But if you have a modest opinion of 
yourself and choose to humble yourself, you will be honored. 
 

Proverbs 22:4 (NLT) 
True humility and fear of the Lord lead to riches, honor, and long life. 

 

Incarnation: Jesus demonstrates inside-out  
living. 
 

Philippians 2:5-7 (NLT) 
You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he  
was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 
Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position  
of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in 
human form… 
 

Jesus did not cling to His rights as God. He chose obedience, 
trust, surrender – fully confident in the Father. 

 
Two humility promises: 

• When I trust God with my position, I’m free to serve without 

fearing the outcome. 

• Letting go of my selfishness is the pathway to becoming who 

God designed me to be. 
 

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NLT) 
You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could 
make you rich. 
 

Hebrews 2:17-18 (TPT) 
This is why he had to be a man and take hold of our humanity in every 
way. He made us his brothers and sisters and became our merciful and 
faithful King-Priest before God; as the One who removed our sins to 
make us one with him. He suffered and endured every test and 
temptation, so that he can help us every time we pass through the 
ordeals of life. 

 

Surrender: Jesus demonstrated how to obediently 
sacrifice everything to God. 
 

Philippians 2:8 (NLT) 
...he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death 
on a cross.  
 

Luke 22:42 (NLT) 
“Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from   
 me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” 
 

The goal is not to pray for His will to match ours,  
but for our will to match His.  



 
Hebrews 5:7-9 (GNT) 
In his life on earth Jesus made his prayers and requests with loud cries 
and tears to God, who could save him from death. Because he was 
humble and devoted, God heard him. But even though he was God's 
Son, he learned through his sufferings to be obedient. When he was 
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all those 
who obey him. 
 
3 Realities about Surrender 

• Surrender starts with prayerful proclamation:  
“You are God and I am not.” 

• Surrender costs everything now, but pays off in eternity. 

• Surrender is the only way to be truly unified with Christ.  

 
Triumph: God will honor all His servants in His kingdom 
one day. 
 

Philippians 2:9-11 (NLT) 
Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him 
the name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Jesus’ humility leads to God’s affirmation  
 – not self-promotion. 

 
2 Timothy 2:12a (NLT) 
If we endure hardship, we will reign with him. 
 

Revelation 3:21 (NIV) 
To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my 
throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 
 

1 John 5:5, 13 (NIV) 
Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God … I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 
Two facts about my victory:  

• I don’t need to elevate myself – God knows when and how to 
do it. 

• God’s timing and outcome are always greater than anything I 
could manufacture. 

 
3 Ways to Love like Jesus:  
• Listen first 

• Serve quietly  

• Trust God for the results and recognition 


